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LOVE IS POWERFUL BEYOND WHAT SEEMS TO BE 


"Those who hope ms the Lord shall renew They shall mount up with wi es as 
eagles. They shall run and not grow u ys ] hey 12 rs ‘ea not faint." (Isa 1) 


Standing in a parking lot asking people to boycott grapes or to sign the farm worker ini- 
tiative is real life education. An apparently powerful majority of the people don't seem 
to care: "I'm sorry I'm just tn too much of a hurry today."..."Why should I eare about 
the farm workers; who cares about me?"..."Why don't you and Chavez go back to Mextco!".,."I 
know farm workers are poor but my children ltke grapes in their lunches." And so it goes, 
hour after hour, for the unsung heroes and heroines who live on subsistence and do the ful I- 
Time work of the farm workers’ movement. 


It ought to be discouraging. But in every parking lot, in every town, there are people who 
respond with love and yearning for justice: "Where can I stgn; it's high time farm workers 
got a little bit of justice."...."I haven't bought grapes for ten years.".... "Where do you 
want me to shop?",..."Thank you for what you are dotng for all of us." \n white America 
these positive responses are in the minority. Private pleasure-seeking, apathy, contempt 
for the poor—they jump at you in the parking lots and seem to be all powerful. BuTt.. 


The people who do the work of justice full-time live on the nourishment they receive from 
those who care and help the farm workers. Every, "Yes, I wtll do something." is spiritual 
armor against ten, "no's". The negative responses lose their power to deal out discourage- 
ment and death; the simple deeds of love have real power to overcome and give life. And 
Thus, in the midst of too much abuse, rejection and not caring, the non-violent army for 


justice survives and grows. 


",..People who have lost their hunger for justice are not ultimately powerful? They are 
like stck people who have lost their appettte for what ts truly nourishing. . . Wothtng fun- 
damental has changed (in people). The spirit of love is still present in every person, 
waiting to be put to work for justice..." (Cesar Chavez, NCR, 3/7/75) 


OUT OF DEFEAT .. . ANOTHER TRIUMPH ... 719,000 SIGNATURES IN 30 DAYS! 


It has been 11 long,complicated, up and down years of struggle for the farm workers! move- 
ment. Finally, in 1975 California passed the Agricultural Labor Relations Act (ALRA) and 
farm workers began to vote in secret ballot elections for the union of their choice. There 
were terrible problems with the administration of the law,e.g., by November 1975 more than 
1100 farm workers had been fired for union activity. But improvements were made and farm 
workers began to trust the election process. At that very point of new hope, the growers 
and their legislators intervened, tried to weaken the law and opposedrefunding of the 
ALRA; They. succeeded in shutting down the law. The last election for farm workers in Calif. 
was held February 6, 1976. 


If Ought to have been discouraging; but,instead,the farm workers decided to gather 540,000 
signatures of registered voters to place the law on the general election ballot in November. 
April 30 was the deadline. The "wisdom of the world" said it couldn't be done. The farm 
workers non-violent army went to work, 16 hours per day, 7 days per week and in 30 days 
gathered 719,000 signatures. On May 28, 1976 Calif.'s Secretary of State announced that 
over 515,000 signatures were valid; the Farm Worker Initiative will be on the ballot in 
rember. S! SE PUDO (I+ has been done)! 


QUESTIONS & ANSWERS ON THE FARM WORKER INITIATIVE 


Why has the UFW gone the i ive route? Starting in January 1976 the UFW and support— 
ers, in and out of the legis! s, tried to gain refunding for the existing ALRA. The 
growers and their legislators insisted on trying to amend the law before voting for re- 
funding. They held to that position and succeeded in cutting o the funds that were 
needed to hold elections. Elections stopped on February 6, 1976 but the UFW kept working 
for refunding. By late March it was obvious that the ALRB would not be refunded by the 
legislature; at that point the UFW made the decision to gather signatures to put the law 
on the general election ballot in November. 


What are the advantages of the initiative process? \|f a majority of the people in Calif. 
vote "yes" on the Farm Worker Initiative In November, then the new ALRA will be on the 
books in place of the existing ALRA, the legislature will be instructed by all the people 
to provide funds and the growers cannot amend the law unless they go through the same in- 
itlative process, 


What are the goals _of the Farm Worker Initiative? In May of 1975 the California legisla- 
ture granted farm workers the "right" to vote In secret ballot elections for the union of 
their choice. In 1976 the legislature took away the opportunity to vote. In short, 
they stopped printing ballots and removed the ballot boxes. The purpose of the Farm Work- 
er Initiative Is to guarantee to farm workers both the right and the opportunity to vote 
for the union of their choice. 


What are the differences between the existing ALRA and the Initiative (the new ALRA)? 

(1) The Initiative writes into the law the same access rule that the ALRB adopted in Sept. 
of 1975 after hearing testimony from all sides. I+ allows union organizers to be on com- 
pany property for one hour before and after work 
and for one hour at lunchtime to talk with work- 
ers about the issues of the election. 


YOU CAN HELP THE FARM WORKER INITIATIVE 


(1) Contribute money to the UFW. 
(2) The Initiative allows (does not require) the 
ALRB "in appropriate cases" to assess treble danr 
ages against a union or grower found guilty of 
unfair labor practices. 


| (2) Come to Calif. this summer and/or fall 


| to work on the Initiative Campaign. 


(3) Work within your church, judicatory, re- 
(3) The Initiative states that the Board shal! ligious order, group to introduce and 
make an employer's list of employees available ee ee 
to any union that files a notice of intent to ete 
petition for an election when the notice of In- 
tent is accompanied by a "reasonable showing of interest" by workers. 


(4) The Initiative states that a minimum of 50% of an employer's workers must petition for 
a decertification election before the ALRB will hold a decertification election. This 
brings the decertification procedure into conformity with the certification process. 


What is the purpose of the E: The access rule is designed to protect the right 
of the workers to hear about the issues in a union representation election. The ALRB pro= 
mulgated the access rule b use they discovered that many farm workers live in company 
housing, In Isolated labor camps or In barns, sheds and under trees on company property. 
Without ‘an access rule the growers were able to call on rural sheriffs to arrest unionor- 
ganizers, thus denying the workers the right to hear from all sides. 


What does the Initiative have in other parts of the country? Cali- 
fornia's big growers are raising money nationwide to defeat the Farm Worker Initiative. 
Growers In other states will contribute because they know that if UFW is stopped in Calif., 
then the unionization of farm workers in America will be stopped. Conversely:farm workers 
cannot organize and win on several major fronts at one time. The UFW is committed to 
building a solid membership base in Calif.—and then from that base of strength to reach 
out to farm workers In Florida, Texas, the East, Midwest and Northwest. SI SE PUEDE! 


FLORIDA CHRISTIAN MIGRANT MINISTRY ... JOINING WITH NFWM 


The first Migrant Ministry child care centers were opened on the East Coast in 1920. By 
the late 1920's the MM had spread to Florida and California under the sponsorship of the 
Council! of Women for Home Missions. In 1936 Church Women United in Florida,local church- 
es and denominations came together in the Florida Christian Migrant Ministry and accepted 
responsibility for MM work in their state. Among 

the state directors of the Florida Christian Mi- 

grant Ministry have been Paul Cassen, Ben Frati- 

celli and Augie VandenBosche. Augie was among 

the prime movers in bringing Into being the Na- 

tional Farm Worker Ministry in 1971. He led the 

churches of his state and the nation in recogniz- 

ing the need to support farm workers as they or- 

ganized for self-determination and justice. 


At its March 23-24,1976 Annual Meeting, the Fla. 
Christian Migrant Ministry voted unanimously to 
join its program and resources with the National 
Farm Worker Ministry to ensure national attention 
and support for farm labor organizing efforts in 
Florida, The NFWM has assigned the Rev. Fred 
Eysteras interim director for the new FCMM/NFWM, 
On June I, 1976 the Rev. Richard Cook will move 
from St. Louis to Florida to become The director 
of the FCMM/NFWM. 


At the same Annual Meeting the FCMM "voiced its 

gratitude to God for the Rev.Augie VandenBosche, Left to Right: Bill Lytch, President of FCMM Board, Augie 
for his sensitivity to the basic needs of the end Dosier VandenBosche 

farm workers in Florida, and for the effective leadership he gave the FCMM as director 
from Sept.1968 to Dec. 1975....Declared its appreciation to Augie for the patient and per- 
sistent way in which he has guided the churches of Florida inrelationship with and in sup- 
port of the United Farm Workers movement In Florida....Prayed for God's richest blessing 
on Augie, his wife Dozier and their family and his ministry in the challenging field 
of service to which God has called him.” In January of 1976 Augie VandenBosche assumed 
his full-time duties as Southeast Regional Field Representative for the Division of the 
Church & Society of the National Council of Churches, 


FLORIDA FARM WORKERS PRESS FOR LEGISLATION 


Florida farm workers and supporters are working toward a collective bargaining law, simi- 
lar to California's Agricultural Labor Relations Act. HB 3095 (Pajcic, D., Jacksonville) 
was Introduced this spring with the support of the United Farm Workers,the Florida, AFL- 
ClO, the Florida Christian Migrant Ministry, the Priests Senate of the Archdiocese of MI- 
ami and many other church, labor and community groups. 


HB 3095 was passed out of the House Commerce Committee on a 9-6 vote. The chairperson of 
the grower-dominated Agriculture Committee asked the full House to give his Committee a 
chance to review the law. His request was upheld by the House on a 70-43 vote. The Agri- 
culture Committee then killed the bill, 15-0. 


The issue is not dead. House Speaker Don Tucker has appointed a seven (7) person Select 
Legislative Committee to hold hearings throughout the state and draft a farm labor bill 
to be introduced in the April-May 1977 session of the Florida legislature. The com- 
position and the work of this Committee is important to future farm worker strategy. As 
this Newsletter goes to press the members of the Select Committee have not been named. 


BISHOP MAHONY REFUTES CHARGES OF ALRB BIAS 


The ALRB ran out of money in February of 1976 because there were more elections and more 
challenges to elections than anyone anticipated. I+ takes a two-thirds vote of the Calif. 
Senate and Assembly to provide supplemental funds. The growers gathered a one-third min- 
ority of legislators and demanded eight weakening amendments to the ALRA as the price for 
voting for refunding. The Governor reminded the growers that they had agreed to the law 
last year and that the ALRA was only five months old and largely untried and untested.The 
growers responded that the Governor had betrayed their past support for the ALRA by ap- 
pointing a biased Board. They argued that three members of the Board (Mahony, Chatfield 
and Ortega) were pro-UFW. Of the other two members, Johnsen was a grower attorney and 
Grodin was a former Teamster attorney. 


The ALRB has issued an 82 page "white paper" to answer the charges of bias. The white 

paper includes the following information: 

© 67 of 72 Board decisions were issued without dissent. In only one case were Mahony, 
Ortega and Chatfield Itned up against Grodin and Johnsen (Ortega, Chatfield and Grodin 
have all resigned from the ALRB in the last four months. The Board is currently with- 
out a quorum). 


Of 11 farm worker elections set aside by the Board, five had been won by the UFW and 
three by the Teamsters. 


The ALRB never had a hand In drawing up its own budget and realized early that I+ would 
run out of money because 80% of the elections were challenged by one party or another; 
in addition, the ALRB received 873 charges of unfair labor practices which It must tn- 
vestigate. 


Copies of the "white paper" can be obtained by writing Blshop Roger Mahony, ALRB, 44 
Florin Road, Suite 500, Sacramento, CA. 95823, 


NAWR: SISTERS IN SOLIDARITY WITH UNITED FARM WORKERS 


In August of 1974 Cesar Chavez addressed the Annual Convention of the National Assembly of 
Women Religious (NAWR) and asked sisters to pray for and work for the farm workers! cause. 
Since that date an uncounted number of 

Roman Catholic sisters (easily more than 

100) have worked full-time with the UFW 

for 3 months, 6 months, a year and long- 

er. 


NAWR established and funded their own 
project entitled "SOLIDARITY—SISTERS 
& FARM WORKERS TOGETHER". With funds 
donated by their members and by the Clar- 
etians of the Eastern Province, the Ca- 
puchins of the Detroit Province,and the 
Dominicans of the Province of St.Albert, 
NAWR provided subsistence and travel sup- 
port to Sr. Pat Drydyk,OSF,of Milwaukee 
WI. Sr. Pat who was released by her com- 
munity, the Franciscan Sisters of St. 
Francis of Assissi,has spent 3-5 months 
in St. Louis,Chicago,Detroit and Cleve- 
land organizing sisters to support the 
UFW boycott, This summer she will re- 
cruit and coordinate the work of sisters coming to California to work with the farm work- 
ers in the cities and the fields. 


Sisters join farm workers and supporters in carrying Farm Worker 
Petitions to the L.A. County Registrar of Voters. 


ELECTIONS BRING NEW CONTRACTS 


Elections for California's farm workers began September 9,1975 and came to an abrupt, un- 
expected end on Feb.6, 1976. In those five months the Agricultural Labor Relations Board 
held over 350 secret ballot elections. The United Farm Workers have won a total of 205 
elections representing 30,804 workers. The Teamsters have won 102 elections representing 
11,179 workers. (78 of these Teamster "victories" came In the first lawless month of e- 
lections. Since Oct.!, 1975 the UFW has won 126 elections to 24 for the Teamsters.) The 
Gallo election and 42 others are stil! undecided. Of the 205 UFW election victories, 110 
have been certified by the ALRB. In most cases, a first negotiating meeting has taken 
place; a smal! number of grow have refused to meet; others are resisting serious bar- 
gaining even though the ALRB requires “bargaining in good faith" by unions and em~ 
ployers. 


Despite all the problems, there has been real progress under the short-lived ALRA. Forty- 
one (41) growers who employ approximately 13,000 workers at peak season have negotiated 
Tn good falth and signed contracts with the UFW. The crops involved Include lettuce, ap- 
ples, tomatoes, celery, cauliflower, peppers, flowers, melons, etc. There will be an in- 
creasing amount of UFW lettuce available this spring and summer, As of May 30, 1976 the 
UFW lettuce growers are: Interharvest, Salinas Marketing Co-op, California Coastal Farms, 
Admiral Packing, st Farms, Green Valley Produce, Mann Packing, Harden Farms and 
J.J.Crosetti. 


The UFW has created a new department of Contract Administration under the leadership of 

Executive Board member, Eliseo Medina. The hiring hall clause in the contracts has been 
revised to simplify and improve administration. Field offices are being completely re- 
organized to deal with the new contracts and to ensure that the union lives up to its 

side of the agreement. Ranch Committees and crew stewards are being elected and trained 
to serve their fellow workers. 


THE BOYCOTT CONTINUES... 


I+ is already apparent that most grape growers will resist contracts with the UFW. The 
exceptions are smal! growers, Roy Smeds and J.H. Smeds of the Fresno area & David Freed- 
man Co. (Lionel Steinberg), the largest grape grower in Coachella Valley. (The Coachella 
harvest Is now In progress.) Some lettuce, vegetable and nursery growers are also stall- 
ing in negotiations. As the pattern of bad faith negotiations becomes clear,the UFW will 
develop a list of "unfair labels" representing those employers who are stubbornly opposed 
to contracts. The boycotters will then ask chain stores and independents to avoid those 
particular unfair els as a way of 
helping farm workers gain contracts after 
they have won elections, WHAT YOU CAN DO TO SUPPORT 

THE UFW BOYCOTT 

Consumers wil! be Invited to ask for,demand, ipidsaaeicuele se steaghineerecenieiesssiacnice | 
seek out and look in the cooler for UFW label | 
head lettuce and grapes (when in doubt, avold 
grapes and head lettuce). Consumer demand for 
the UFW label will be good news for growers 
who bargain In good faith and bad news for 
those who don't. 


(when in doubt, avoid grapes 6 head lettuce). 


tt all Gallo Wines (all wines made in 
California). 


Volunteer some time and reso s to the local 
boycott campaign (if you can't find it, write 
or call the NFWM). 


Nick and Virginia Jones, 10 year veterans of 
UFW strikes and boycotts, have assumed re- 
sponsibility for the UFW Boycott Department. 
The boycott has been divided into 8 regional 
divisions with the following persons now assigned to lead those divisions: California(Susan 
Sachen)...Canada (Ken Schroeder)...Midwest (Mark Pitt). eat Lakes (Dave Koehler) 
Atlantic (Jon Proctor)...Southeast (Jon Heller)...Northeast (Charley March)...Northwes 
other cities (unassigned). 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


The Rev. Ralph E. Smeltzer, 60, Washington representative and social justice consultant 
for the Church of the Brethren died of a heart attack in Wash., D.C., May 20, 1976. Ralph 
devoted his 33 year ministry to peace and social justice. He was deeply Involved in advo- 
cacy work on behalf of farm workers. Ralph was one of the key denominational leaders who 
helped create the National Farm Worker Ministry in I97I. He gave his heart to people in 
struggle but also sought answers to all the basic questions so that he could effectively 
rally his constituents to the cause. A memorial fund has been established In behalf of the 
Church of the Brethren SHARE Program, 1451 Dundee, Elgin, IL. 60120. 


Do you remember David Castro, who In 1974 was being described by the Teamsters as their an- 
swer to Cesar Chavez? 1? has been I7 months since Castro was removed as secretary- trea- 
surer of Teamsters Local 1973 (the farmworker local). Helen Manning of the Salinas Cali- 

fornian talked with Castro in March and published a few interesting quotes (379776): ey 

strongly believe that where the farm workers are concerned, Chavez should be the one that 

will lead...I don't think the Teamsters will ever truly represent the farm workers. ..Those 

contracts (22 apple contracts negotiated in 1974 by the Teamsters) were negotiated strict- 
ly with growers...it was off season...it was very apparent that when the season started the 
majority would go with Chavez. When working with the Teamsters I couldn't say it publicly, 
but I said it privately. Why do you think I'm out? All I can sayis that they should 

leave it to Chavez. To the biggest extent it was a coalition bdween growers and Teamster 
officials higher than I, Even now it warrants looking into." 


The Third Annual Farm Worker Week was celebrated May 2-8, 1976 in churches and synagogues, 
in marches, rallies and fund raising events throughout the USA and Canada. The U.S.Cath- 
olic Conference Secretariat for the Spanish-Speaking produced and distributed a poster, 
brochure, leaders handbook and liturgical material on the theme of "Speak to the Earth and 
It Shall Teach Thee." Pennies, dimes, and quarters were collected in thousands of "UFW 
Cans". Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen of Seattle,Mayor Tom Bradley of Los Angeles, Arch- 
blshop Ignatius Strecker of Eastern Kansas, Archbishop William Borders of Baltimore, the 
National Council of Churches, the Synagogue Counci| of America andother leaders and groups 
proclaimed Farm Worker Week to their constituents. You can start now to make plans for 


FWW of 1977...the dates are May I-7, 1977! 


Since August 1973 the Asociacion de Trabajadores Agricolas de Puerto Rico (ATA) has been 
organizing and serving farm workers in the Northeast. Juan Irrizary and other leaders of 
ATA have been meeting with the Executive Board of the UFW. I+ is expected that the two 
groups will join forces and that one or more UFW service centers will be established in 
the East this year. 


In 1975 California Agribusiness produced crops worth $8.5 billion, Including 25% of the 
nation's table food and 90% of many fruits and vegetables (among them,grapes & head let- 

tuce). The wealth Is concentrated: 7% of Calif.farms own 79% of the land and pay 75% of 
farm labor wages (U.S.Census). The big ol! companies are moving into agriculture: Mobil, 
Tenneco, Standard O11, Getty,Butte Gas & Of]. The same folks who gave us 60¢-70¢ per gal- 
lon gasoline may some day be arranging our food prices. 


AVAILABLE FROM NFWM (Please send a contribution, if possible) 


« Initial Thoughts on the Farm Worker Initiative —NFWM, 2 pp. 

« Proposed Resolution on the Farm Worker Initiative —NFWM, 1 p. 

¢ "Farm Worker Initiative Is Needed to Guard Against Abuses" -Cesar Chavez,L.A.TIMES, 

* "ALRB Tenders 'White Paper'" -James Dufur, Modesto Bee, 4/25/76 4/8/76 
* “State High Court Upholds Chavez Access to Farms" -Lembke & Bernstein,L.A.TIMES,3/5/76 
* "Chopping Calif.'s Cotton" -Christopher Biffle, The Nationa, 12/13/75 

e "Faith Motivates His Action” (interview with Chavez), -Lillian Belsin, 5/2/75 

* "Servanthood Among the Poor" (interview with Hartmire), -Vernon Schmid 

* Responses to Sr.Thomas More Bertels and to recent New Republic article by Joel Solkoff 
¢ A Packet: Family Farmer & Farm Union Organizing —NFWM, 22 pp. 
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Standing in a parking lot asking people to boycott grapes or to sign the farm worker Ini- 
tiative Is real life education. An apparently powerful majority of the people don'+ seem 
to care: "I'm sorry I'm just in too much of a hurry today."..."Why should I care about 
the farm workers; who cares about me?",.."Why don't you and Chavez go back to Mexico!" .."T 
know farm workers are poor but my children like grapes in their lunches." And so It goes, 
hour after hour, for the unsung heroes and heroines who |ive on subsistence and do the full- 
time work of the farm workers’ movement. 


1+ ought to be discouraging. But in every parking lot, in every town, there are people who 
respond with love and yearning for justice: "Where can I sign; it's high time farm workers 
got a little bit of justice."...."I haven't bought grapes for ten years.".... "Where do you 
want me to shop?"...."Thank you for what you are doing for all of us." \n white America 
these positive responses are in the minority. Private pleasure-seeking, apathy, contempt 
for the poor—they jump at you in the parking lots and seem to be al! powerful. But. «« 


The people who do the work of justice full-time live on the nourishment they receive from 

those who care and help the farm workers. Every, "Yes, I will do something." is spiritual 
armor against ten, "no's". The negative responses lose their power to deal out discourage- 
ment and death; the simple deeds of love have real power to évercome and give life. And 
thus, In the midst of too much abuse, rejection and not caring, the non-violent army for 
justice survives and grows. 


",..People who have lost their hunger for justice are not ultimately powerfult They are 
like sick people who have lost their appetite for what ts truly nourishing....Nothing fun- 

damental has changed (in people), The spirit of love is still present in every person, 

watting to be put to work for justice..." (Cesar Chavez, NC 3/7/75) 


OUT OF DEFEAT .. . ANOTHER TRIUMPH .. . 719,000 SIGNATURES IN 30 DAYS! 


It has been 11 long,complicated, up and down years of struggle for the farm workers! move- 

ment. Finally, in 1975 California passed the Agricultural Labor Relations Act (ALRA) and 

farm workers began to vote in secret ballot elections for the unlon of their choice. There 
were terrible problems with the administration of the law,e.g., by November 1975 more than 
1100 farm workers had been fired for union activity. But improvements were made and farm 
workers began to trust the election process. At that very point of new hope, the growers 
and their legislators intervened, tried to weaken the law and opposedrefunding of the 
ALRA; they succeeded In shutting down the law. The last election for farm workers in Calif. 
was held February 6, 1976. 


14 ought to have been discouraging; but,instead,the farm workers decided to gather 540,000 
signatures of registered voters to place the law on the general election ballot in November. 
April 30 was the deadline. The "wisdom of the world" said i+ couldn't be done. The farm 
workers non-violent army went to work, 16 hours per day, 7 days per week and in 30 days 
gathered 719,000 signatures. On May 28, 1976 Calif.'s Secretary of State announced that 
,000 signatures were valid; the Farm Worker Initiative will be on the ballot in 
+ SI SE PUDO (I+ has been done)! 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


The Rev. Ralph E. Smeltzer, 60, Washington representative and social justice consultant 
for the Church of the Brethren died of a heart attack in Wash., D.C., May 20, 1976. Ralph 
devoted his 33 year ministry to peace and social justice, He was deeply involved in advo- 
cacy work on behalf of farm workers. Ralph was one of the key denominational leaders who 
helped create the National Farm Worker Ministry in 1971. He gave his heart to people in 

struggle but also sought answers to all the basic questions so that he could effectively 
rally his constituents to the cause. A memorial fund has been established in behalf of the 
Church of the Brethren SHARE Program, 1451 Dundee, Elgin, IL. 60120. 


Do you remember David Castro, who in 1974 was being described by the Teamsters as their an- 
swer to Cesar Chavez? It has been 17 months since Castro was removed as secretary- trea- 
surer of Teamsters Local 1973 (the farmworker local). Helen Manning of the Salinas Cali- 
fornian talked with Castro in March and published a few interesting quotes (379776): oF 
strongly believe that where the farm workers are concerned, Chavez should be the one that 
wtll lead...I don't think the Teamsters will ever truly represent the farm workers.. hose 
contracts (22 apple contracts negotiated in 1974 by the Teamsters) were negotiated strict- 
ly with growers...it was off season...it was very apparent that when the season started the 
majority would go with Chavez. When working with the Teamsters I couldn't say tt publicly, 
but I said it privately. Why do you think I'm out? All I can sayts that they should 
leave it to Chavez. To the biggest extent it was a codlition badween growers and Teamster 
officials higher than I. Even now tt warrants looking into." 


The Third Annual Farm Worker Week was celebrated May 2-8, 1976 in churches and synagogues, 
in marches, rallies and fund raising events throughout the USA and Canada. The U.S.Cath- 
olic Conference Secretariat for the Spanish-Speaking produced and distributed a poster, 
brochure, leaders handbook and liturgical material on the theme of "Speak to the Earth and 
It Shall Teach Thee." Pennies, dimes, and quarters were collected in thousands of "UFW 
Cans". Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen of Seattle,Mayor Tom Bradley of Los Angeles, Arch- 
bishop Ignatius Strecker of Eastern Kansas, Archbishop William Borders of Baltimore, the 
National Council of Churches, the Synagogue Council of America and other leaders and groups 
proclaimed Farm Worker Week to their constituents. You can start now to make plans for 
FWW of 1977...the dates are May |-7, 1977! 


Since August 1973 the Asociacion de Trabajadores Agricolas de Puerto Rico (ATA) has been 
organizing and serving farm workers in the Northeast. Juan Irrizary and other leaders of 


ATA have been meeting with the Executive Board of the UFW. It is expected that the two 
groups will join forces and that one or more UFW service centers will be established in 
the East this year. 


In 1975 California Agribusiness produced crops worth $8.5 billion, including 25% of the 
nation's table food and 90% of many fruits and vegetables (among them,grapes & head let- 
tuce). The wealth is concentrated: 7% of Calif.farms own 79% of the land and pay 75% of 
farm labor wages (U.S.Census). The big oil companies are moving into agriculture: Mobil, 
Tenneco, Standard Oil, Getty,Butte Gas & Oil. The same folks who gave us 60¢-70¢ per gal- 
lon gasoline may some day be arranging our food prices. 


AVAILABLE FROM NEWM. (Please send a contribution, if possible) 


e Initial Thoughts on the Farm Worker Initiative —NFWM, 2 pp. 

e Proposed Resolution on the Farm Worker Initiative —NFWM, 1 p. 

e "Farm Worker Initiative Is Needed to Guard Against Abuses" -Cesar Chavez,L.A.TIMES, : 
e "ALRB Tenders 'White Paper'" -James Dufur, Modesto Bee, 4/25/76 4/8/76 
¢ "State High Court Upholds Chavez Access to Farms" -Lembke & Bernstein,L.A. TIMES ,3/5/76 
e "Chopping Calif.'s Cotton" -Christopher Biffle, The Nationa, 12/13/75 

e "Faith Motivates His Action" (interview with Chavez), -Lillian Belsin, 5/2/75 

e "Servanthood Among the Poor" (interview with Hartmire), -Vernon Schmid 

e Responses to Sr.Thomas More Bertels and to recent New Republic article by Joel Solkoff 
e A Packet: Family Farmer & Farm Union Organizing —NFWM, 22 pp. 


